C-ras expression decreases during in vitro senescence in human fibroblasts.
Expression of the c-ras oncogene was determined in growing early and late passage human (IMR-90) fibroblasts using northern blot analysis of total cellular RNA. It was found that late passage cells demonstrated lower levels of c-ras by about four fold when compared to levels found in early passage cells. Southern blot analysis of genomic DNA from early and late passage fibroblasts digested with either SacI or BamHI showed somewhat increased hybridization levels in early passage cells compared to late passage cells. Data is discussed in relation to a previous report of c-ras expression and gene amplification.